
                                                      Termites 

Classification: 

Kingdom :  Animalia 

Phylum    :  Arthropoda 

Class       :  Insecta 

Order      :  Blattodea 

Genus     :  Termites 

 

Characteristics : 

 Termites are eusocial insects, most closely related to cockroaches, that live in 

colonies and feed on cellulose. They possess a soft, pale body and exhibit 

complex social structures with specialized castes including reproductives, 

soldiers, and workers.  

 Social Insects: Termites are highly social insects, forming large colonies with a 

complex caste system, with a division of labor, similar to ants and bees, but even 

their young nymphs are active in maintaining the colony.  

 Ancestry: Despite their common name "white ants," they are not ants but are 

specialized cockroaches. They use pheromones (chemical signals) to 

communicate within the colony and also employ vibrations, such as head-

banging, to warn others of danger.  

 Diet: They are herbivores and feed primarily on cellulose, found in wood, dead 

plant material, and soil.  

 Digestion: Termites cannot digest cellulose themselves; they rely on symbiotic 

microorganisms, such as protozoa and bacteria, living in their intestines.  

 Physical Traits: They have soft, pale bodies, biting-chewing mouthparts, and a 

distinct life cycle with incomplete metamorphosis.  

 Reproduction: Colonies have kings and queens who are the primary 

reproductives.  

 Defense: Soldiers have specialized physical structures for defense, and the entire 

colony benefits from built-in fortifications.  

 

For further details, Link 

 

https://www.britannica.com/animal/termite


Habit 

 Nocturnal/Darkness-Loving: Termites are generally nocturnal and prefer 

eternal darkness, avoiding exposure to dry air and sunlight.  

 Work 24/7: Their life cycles involve constant activity, including foraging, nest 

building, and tending to the colony, with workers feeding other castes.  

 Food Transfer: Workers feed other castes by regurgitating food, a process 

essential for the survival of non-workers.  

Habitat 

 Geographic Distribution: Termites are found on every continent except 

Antarctica, with high diversity in tropical and subtropical regions.  

 Nest Types: Their nests vary, including:  

 Ground Mounds: Large, complex structures of soil, wood, and saliva mixed 

together.  

 Tree Nests: Some species build their nests within trees.  

 Subterranean Nests: Others create tunnels in the earth or live in contact with 

the soil.  

 Drywood Nests: Drywood termites live within the wood they infest, such as in 

wall supports and roofing materials.  

 Moisture Dependence: Most termites require moisture and soil contact for 

survival, but drywood termites are an exception 

Interesting facts: 

 Beneficial in Nature: While often seen as pests in homes, most termite species 

are beneficial to ecosystems, as they decompose dead wood and other plant 

material, recycling nutrients into the soil.  

 Queen Lifespan: Termite queens are the longest-lived insects, with some 

capable of living for up to 30 years and laying thousands of eggs daily.  

 Flying Termites: Reproductive termites, or alates, develop wings and take flight 

to form new colonies, but most worker termites are wingless.  

 


